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1 . THE LIKELIHOOD OF THE COMECON VOTING SYSTEM BEING CHANGED 
AT THE CURRENT COMECON COUNCIL MEETING IN BUCHAREST WAS DEALT 
WITH BY FIRST SECRETARY EDWARD GIEREK IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION 
AT HIS JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE WITH HUNGARIAN PARTY SECRETARY 
KADAR ON JUNE 23. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, GIEREK'S REPLY 
IS THE FIRST MENTION OF THE TOPIC IN THE POLISH PRESS: 
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2. WE QUOTE GIEREK'S REPLY IN FULL: 

17953. CERTAINLY WE DISCUSSED THE COMECON SESSION WHICH 
IS TO TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. BUT WE DID NOT 
DISCUSS ANYTHING HAVING TO DO WITH STRUCTUAL CHANGES. 

BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT NECESSARY. THE COUNCIL FOR MUTUAL 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE OPERATES EFFICIENTLY AND ANY POSSIBLE 
CORRECTION IN ITS WORK. CONNECTED WITH THE POWERFUL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNTRIES, DOES NOT NECESSARILY IMPLY ANY 
BASIC CHANGES IN THE EXISTING SYSTEM. END QUOTE. 

3. GIEREK’S RESPONSE APPEARS TO BE A SKILLFUL FINESSE. STRUCTUAL 
CHANGES WERE NOT DISCUSSED BECUASE THEY ARE NOT NEEDED. 

WHY? BECAUSE THE COMECON ORGANIZATION ALREADY OPERATES WELL. 

OF COURSE - AND HERE A BOW TO SOVIET POSITION PAPERS 

WHICH MAY CONCEIVABLY SUGGEST A VOTING PROCEDURE CHANGE - 
ANY POSSIBLE CORRECTIONS (FOR WHICH READ ADJUSTMENTS OR 
REVISIONS) WOULD NOT BE BASIC CHANGES. 

4. THIS RESPONSE MIGHT BE CONSTRUED AS HAVING 

THE FULL ENDORSEMENT OF JANOS KADAR AS WELL AS GIEREK, AND 
HENCE THE SOVIETS SHOULD NOW HAVE - NOT THAT THEY DID NOT 
ALREADY - A REASONABLY GOOD IDEA OF HOW TWO MEMBER COUN- 
TRIES, IN ADDITION TO ROMANIA, FEEL ABOUT ABANDONMENT OF 
THE "INTERESTED PARTY PRICIPLE," AND OTHER ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENTS IN COMECON'S PRECARIOUSLY CONTROLLED INTERNAL 
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POLITICAL HARMONY. 

5. SUMMING UP, WE CONCUR WITH PARA 5 OF BUCHAREST’S REFTEL 
THAT SOME RULE CHANGES MAY BE PLANNED BUT THAT THEY WILL BE 
LIMITED AND TECHNICAL. ANY EFFORTS OR EVEN SOVIET PROPOSALS 

TO INVOKE A MAJORITY VOTING RULE, THEREBY ’’FORCING’’ ROMANIANS AND 
OTHERS TO JOIN MULTIALTERAL PROJECTS AGAINST THEIR WILL, 

WOULD NOT BE WORTH THE POLITICAL STRIFE INVOLVED. 

6. WE ALSO THINK THE COMMENT OF THE ROMANIAN COUNSELOR IN 
WARSAW IS INTERESTING. SHOW A FINANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE 

ON THE RUMORED VOTING CHANGE, HIS FIRST REACTION WAS THAT 
IT WOULD MAKE COMECON A SUPRA NATIONAL ORGANIZATION LIKE 
THE EEC. THIS SOURCE, WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE HEARD NOTHING 
ABOUT THERUMORED PROPOSALS, SUGGESTED THAT THE TANJUG 
AGENCY WAS BEING "OVERLY IMAGINATIVE ”, ALTHOUGH WE BELIEVE 
HE KNEW BETTER. 

SCHAUFELE 
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